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opportunity to defend myself when it was sought to
complete my ruin." At first Mary de' Medici was
so appalled by his intrusion that she allowed him
to proceed in his endeavour to justify himself, but
she soon found her temper, which was occasionally
violent, and her tongue, which was often virulent.
She poured out her wrath on the Cardinal, and at
last declared that the King must rid himself of one
or the other. " In that case," said the Cardinal,
meekly, " it would be reasonable that it should be
of me."

Louis had been an embarrassed spectator of this
scene, and was glad to make his escape by declaring
that he wished to visit Versailles, but before he left,
the Queen-mother obtained from him the appoint-
ment of Marillac as general of the army in Italy, and
strong intimations that Marillac's brother, her chief
adviser, should succeed Richelieu as prime minister.
Greatly embarrassed as to what he should do, and
little pleased with what he had done, the King
moodily made his way to Versailles, accompanied
only by a few of his most intimate retainers.

In the meantime, all was exultation among the
friends of the Queen-mother, and they apportioned
among themselves the power and the places which
the Cardinal's overthrow would leave vacant. Maril-
lac, the guard of the seals, was to become prime
minister, his brother was to command the army in
Italy, and the partisans of Richelieu were to be re-
placed by partisans of the Queen.

Thus those unwary politicians schemed and re-
joiced on the day of November II, 1630, which wasrote twelve yean later, " and this gave me anweak andtii*
